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DETERMINATIONS OF NO JURISDICTION FOR ISOLATED, NON-NAVIGABLE, INTRA-STATE WATERS 
RESULTING FROM U.S. SUPREME COURT DECISION IN SOLID WASTE AGENCY OF NORTHERN COOK 
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FILE NUMBER:      200400521 
 
REGULATORY PROJECT MANAGER:  Olivia Romano Date: July 7, 2004 
      
PROJECT REVIEW/DETERMINATION COMPLETED: In the office  Yes           Date: July 8, 2004   

At the project site  Yes Date:  June 21, 2004 
PROJECT LOCATION INFORMATION: 

State:        Washington 
County:         Mason County 
Center coordinates of site by latitude & longitudinal coordinates:  Lat 47-14-17  Long 123-04-02  
Approximate size of site/property (including uplands & in acres):  415 acres 
Name of waterway or watershed:       Johns Creek watershed 

 
SITE CONDITIONS: 

 
Type of aquatic resource1 0-1 ac 1-3 ac 3-5 ac 5-10 ac 10-25 ac 25-50 ac > 50 ac Linear 

feet 
Unknown 

Lake          
River          
Stream          
Dry Wash          
Mudflat          
Sandflat          
Wetlands XX         
Slough          
Prairie pothole          
Wet meadow          
Playa lake          
Vernal pool          
Natural pond          
Other water (identify type) 
 

         

1Check appropriate boxes that best describe type of isolated, non-navigable, intra-state water present and best estimate for size of non-
jurisdictional aquatic resource area. 

 
 

If Known If Unknown 
Use Best Professional Judgment 

Migratory Bird Rule Factors1: 

Yes No Predicted 
to Occur 

Not Expected to 
Occur 

Not Able To Make 
Determination 

Is or would be used as habitat for birds protected by 
Migratory Bird Treaties? 

 XX    

Is or would be used as habitat by other migratory birds that 
cross state lines? 

  XX   

Is or would be used as habitat for endangered species?  XX    
Is used to irrigate crops sold in interstate commerce?  XX    
1Check appropriate boxes that best describe potential for applicability of the Migratory Bird Rule to apply to onsite, non-jurisdictional, isolated, 
non-navigable, intra-state aquatic resource area. 
 
TYPE OF DETERMINATION:      Preliminary __   Or  Approved  XX.   
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUPPORTING NJD (e.g., paragraph 1 – site conditions; paragraphs 2-3 – rationale 
used to determine NJD, including information reviewed to assess potential navigation or interstate commerce 
connections; and paragraph 4 – site information on waters of the U.S. occurring onsite): 
The subject wetland is located in a large forested area located within a 415 acre sand and gravel mining operation in Johns 
Prairie.  The wetland area and its surrounding upland buffer (about 2.0 acres) are located east of U.S. Navy Railway and north of 
Capital Hill Road.  Excavation of sand and gravel has begun on the southern part of Manke John Prairie site up to the south edge 
of Capital Hill Road.  The remaining northern half of the site remains undeveloped and forested.  The forested upland buffer area 
surrounding the wetland is dominated by Oregon white oak and snowberry.   The wetland is approximately 0.85 acres in size and 
is situated at a lower elevation than the surrounding uplands within a larger expanse of gravelly glacial outwash.  The wetland 
hydrology is based on seasonal precipitation and localized runoff from the adjacent uplands.  Seasonal inundate appears to occur 
in lower area of this wetland as indicated by drift lines and water stained leaves.   The wetland is dominated by Hooker willow, 
Douglas’ spiraea, nootka rose, peafruit rose, western crabapple and creeping buttercup all of which are FAC or wetter vegetative 
species.   Soil survey identifies two soils at the site: Carstairs gravelly sandy loam, which is a well drained soil associated with 
glacial outwash plains that typify the surround landscape and Mukilteo peat, which is a poorly drained organic soil with high 



available water holding capacity.  Mukilteo peat is listed as hydric soil.  Soils within the site were found to be 7.5YR 2.5/1 color 
with mottles of 7.5YR 3/3 and gray clay from 8 inches to 16 inches in depth.  Based on vegetation, hydrology and soils the area 
in questions is a wetland.  This wetland is considered a kettle-hole wetland due to its topographic location in the landscape.  
There is no definable drainage feature or outlet that would allow this wetland to drain any near by manmade or natural drainages.  
The topography gently increases in elevation from 176 feet, within the wetland area, to 196 feet, in the surrounding uplands, over 
a distance of 160 feet.   The wetland extends up to the 180-foot elevation. This wetland is isolated due to the surrounding 
topography.       
 


	If Known
	Yes

